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Wednesday, 14 October 2026

MDC.C - BUILDING 83 - MAX DELBRUCK CENTER

Brain Tumor Origin, Plasticity

and Evolution

09:30-13:10 REGISTRATION, MDC.C (BUILDING 83) AND POSTER SETUP

11:00-11:05 Welcome address
’ . Gaetano Gargiulo, on behalf of the Scientific Committee

KEYNOTE Jeremy N. Rich, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

11:10-11:50
Title to be announced
KEYNOTE Jeong Ho Lee, KAIST, South Korea
11:50-12:30 . .. . . .
Somatic Mosaicism in Brain Tumor Evolution
R KEYNOTE Ghazaleh Tabatabai, Tiibingen, Germany
’ ’ Mapping and Targeting Functional Vulnerabilities in Glioblastoma
13:10-14:00 LUNCH BREAK
. a. Qg . CHAIR
Glioma Cell Intrinsic Biology TBD
Ashraf Zaman, Garvan Institute of Medical Research, Sydney, Australia
14:00-14:20 A conserved astrocyte-like parental cell defines the phylogenetic root of
adult-type diffuse glioma
Kevin Johnson, Yale University, USA
14:20-14:40 Acquired genetic and cell state changes in IDH-mutant glioma

progression

Tugba Baém-@nder, Kog University, Turkey
14:40-14:50 Defining Epigenetic Vulnerabilities and Response Programs in IDH-
Mutant Gliomas

Elisabetta Stanzani, CNR - Istituto di Neuroscienze / Humanitas
Research Hospital, Italy

) Beyond oncogenic mutations: identifying actionable vulnerabilities in
BRAF-wt glioblastoma resistance
15:00-15:45 COFFEE BREAK & POSTER SESSION
q q CHAIR
Brain Metastasis TBD
KEYNOTE Berta Lopez Sanchez-Laorden, Alicante, Spain
15:45-16:25 . . . .
Microenvironmental regulation of melanoma brain metastases
Pedro Garcia-Gémez, CNIO, Spain
16:25-16:45 A transient MXD4-dependent proliferative pause enables survival of brain
micrometastases
Jan Remsik, VIB, Belgium
16:45-17:05 How dendritic cell maturation instructs leptomeningeal anti-tumor
immunity
17:05-18:30 POSTER SESSION
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. CHAIR
Extended Symposium Stadtgut historic

wooden barn

Flash-oral

Francesca Lessi, Fondazione Pisana per la Scienza

Chiara Maria Mazzanti, Fondazione Pisana per la Scienza
19:00-20:00 Mariangela Morelli, Fondazione Pisana per la Scienza

Giuseppina Catanzaro, Link University

Sukrit Mahajan, TU Dresden

Adrian Sanz Galvez, Universidad Complutense de Madrid

20:00-21:45 Social Dinner
21:45-23:00 Late-breaking Flash-oral

The brain tumors
PRIMARY AND METASTATIC BRAIN TUMORS
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Thursday, 15 October 2026

MDC.C - BUILDING 83 - MAX DELBRUCK CENTER

. CHAIR
Brain Tumor Immunology TBD

Ahmed Sadik, DKFZ/DKTK, Heidelberg, Germany
09:30-09:50 The spatial distribution of tryptophan metabolic fields promote niche-
specific immunosuppressive programs in gliomas

Aso Omer Mohammed, Universitétsklinikum Freiburg / University
Hospital Zurich, Germany/Switzerland

09:50-10:00 Human Glioma-Infiltrated Brain Slices Reveal Payload-Specific
Remodeling by Cytokine-Armored CAR-PBMC
Laurens Zaschke, Charité, Berlin, Germany

10:00-10:10 Dexamethasone induces immunosuppressive remodeling of the brain

tumor microenvironment associated with poor prognosis

KEYNOTE Bjorn Scheffler, DKFZ, Heidelberg, Germany
10:10-10:50 Glioblastoma at the Brain-Skull Marrow Interface: From Neuroimmune
Crosstalk to Clinical Translation

10:50-11:15 COFFEE BREAK

CHAIR

Brain Tumor Microenvironment TBD

KEYNOTE Leila Akkari, NKI, Amsterdam, Netherlands
11:15-11:55 From Diversity to Dependency: Plasticity of Myeloid Cells in Brain
Tumors

KEYNOTE Simona Parrinello, UCL, London, UK

11:55-12:35
[tentative] The role of injury programs in gliomagenesis

Alexander Pietras, Lund, Sweden
Phenotypic Screening Identifies Flunarizine as an Inhibitor of

12:35-12:55
Radiotherapy-Induced Astrocyte Reactivity with Therapeutic Potential in

Glioblastoma

Felix C. Nebeling, University Hospital Bonn / DZNE, Germany
12:55-13:05 Microglial Regulation of Glioblastoma Dissemination at the Far
Infiltration Zone

13:05-14:00 LUNCH BREAK

The brain tumor ecosystem
IMMUNOLOGY - MICROENVIRONMENT
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Pediatric, Low-grade and Rare CNS

Tumors

Thursday, 15 October 2026

AFTERNOON PROGRAM & CLOSING SESSION

14:00-14:20

14:20-14:40

14:40-15:00

15:00-15:10

15:10-15:20

15:20-16:20

Functional Genetics and Next-

generation Brain Tumor Models

Sina Neyazi, Dana-Farber, Boston, USA
Project HOPE: a longitudinal multidimensional profiling of high-grade
gliomas in children, adolescents and young adults

Simon Zeuner, DKFZ/KITZ, Heidelberg, Germany
Repurposing statins as senolytics in pediatric low-grade glioma leverages
mevalonate pathway dependency in oncogene-induced senescence

Kevin Lu, Dana-Farber, Boston, USA

Co-targeting gangliosides to overcome antigen heterogeneity in H3-
wildtype pediatric high-grade glioma

Simay Celikyurekli, DKFZ/KiTz, Heidelberg, Germany

Combined CDK9 and BET inhibition induces apoptosis in H3K27M

pediatric diffuse midline gliomas through translational suppression and
replication stress

Klejdi Nurellari, Universitatsklinikum Freiburg, Germany
Integrated Spatial Profiling Identifies a Recruitment-Deficient
Lymphocyte-Cold State in Meningioma

COFFEE BREAK & POSTER SESSION

16:20-17:00

17:00-17:30

The brain tumor diversity
PEDIATRIC AND LOW-GRADE GLIOMAS

KEYNOTE Daniel Schramek, Lunenfeld-Tanenbaum, Toronto
Decoding Aneuploidies in Glioma - using CRISPR technologies in mice
to unravel novel cancer driver genes and vulnerabilities in recurrent CNA

Poster prize and closing remarks
Scientific Committee
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Meeting information
BRAIN TUMOR MEETING 2026 - 12TH EDITION

Venue & registration
MAX DELBRUCK CENTER FOR MOLECULAR MEDICINE

Main venue

MDC.C (Building 83)

Robert-Rossle-Str. 10

13125 Berlin, Germany

Extended symposium: Stadgut historic wooden barn

MEETING WEBSITE
www.mdc-berlin.de/BTM2026

PROGRAM & UPDATES

Committees

Scientific Program Committee Organizing Committee

Charlotte Fluh — clinician, neurosurgery Gaetano Gargiulo — MDC

Gaetano Gargiulo — GBM, biology Matthias Runow — MDC

Rainer Glass — GBM, biology Matthias Schmitt — MDC

llon Liu — GBM, clinician, neuro-oncology Pilar Sanchez — MDC

Michela Serresi — metastasis, biology Michela Serresi — MDC

Finding paths through brain tumor complexity
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